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PRESS RELEASE FROM SOUTH AUSTRALIAN PREMIER DDK DUNSTAN. 
Aid To Independent Schools 13.7.72, 
The South Australian Government's new system of allocating 
aid to independent schools had significantly helped children who 
were previously underprivileged, the Premier, Mr. Dunstan, said 
today. 
He was speaking after a meeting with leading Marist Brothers 
educationists at Dundas at which he explained the operation of 
this system. 
"We believe all children have an absolute right to education 
of a kind that will enable them to develop to the full their 
individual talents and capacities. 
"Parents have the right to chose the kind of education they 
wish for their children. The Government's responsibility is to 
ensure that, as far as possible, independent schools are put in a 
position in which they can offer proper educational faciliticn to 
their students". 
Since being returned to office, the Labour Government had 
markedly increased aid to the independent schools. 
Independent secondary schools received almost C300,000 for 
the 1972 school year additional to the flat rate per capita 
payments of ©20 a students to independent primary schools. 
'These additional grants were allocated as a result of 
recommendations by a committee representative of all independent 
schools. 
It ranked all independent secondary schools into five 
categories from those in relatively greatest need (Category A) 
to those in least need (Category E). 
It making its Judgments the committee considered five 
factors: 
.Pupil/teacher ratios 
.Average staff qualifications 
.Average lay salary 
•Ratio of the school's deficit or vredit per student 
to the average fee charged 
•Capital indebtedness per student as a ratio of the average fee. 
This made it possible to arrive at a just assessment of 
the relative needs of schools and to ensure that the greatest 
hellp went where it was most needed, Mr Dunstan said* 
Grants in this school year ranged from $30 a head for 
Category A schools to $10 a student in Category E. 
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Members of the committee were the Rev. R.A. Cook, Head 
Master of King's College (chairman), the Rev Father E.J. 
Mulvihill, Director of Catholic Education in S.A., Bister 
Margaret Cain, Principal of a Dominican Convent Primary school, 
Mrs. D. Medlin, Head Mistress of Girton Girls' School, Professor 
N.T. Flent^e, Deputy Vice Chancellor of Adelaide University, 
and Brother Columbemus Pratt, Head Master, Sacred Heart College. 
I3r. Dunstan said the committee's work since August 1970 
had earned the praise of Catholic and other educationists and 
it had introduced a new era of realistic, workable, properly-
based assistance to independent schools. 
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